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This paper connects aspects of public sexual violence against women generally, and politicized sexual violence in
21st-century Egypt in particular, arguing that successive political regimes in Egypt have produced and maintained a
spatial culture of humiliation and subordination as a political tool to silence and oppress women and prevent
opposition. This paper assesses the successes and failures of public feminism in Egypt in addressing this culture of
female humiliation and isolation in public spaces, with a particular focus on fighting politicized forms of sexual
violence directed against women since 2011. It also argues that sexual violence against women, and the
repression of public feminism in Egypt, are parts of the failure of the processes of democratic transition.
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