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Comparison of the Umbrella Movement with the Sunflower Movement in Taiwan is relevant for a number of
reasons. Taiwan is under pressure to move closer to China, and although it is politically more independent than
Hong Kong, the Taiwanese government since 2010 has entered into a close trading relationship with China,
making it economically more dependent. Moreover, many smaller Taiwanese businesses have suffered. The
protests occurred between 18 March and 10 April 2014 and took the form of an occupation of the legislature, which
spiraled into a mass occupation of the surrounding district. Young people, who feel distinctively Taiwanese rather
than Chinese, were prominent in the occupation, but it included a wide section of the population (an estimated
500,000 taking part at one point) and many others gave food, water and money to the demonstrators. This book
includes contributions from a range of distinguished scholars from Hong Kong, Taiwan and other parts of Asia who
explore, in particular, issues relating to democracy, the rule of law and freedom of speech. Contributors also
discuss the legal and political implications of mass occupation as a protest tactic and seek to draw lessons for the
future.
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