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Dessi, Giulia, Occupying against the patriarchy [1], New Internationalist, 2018

Journalist Giulia Dessi reports on the series of students’ occupations (particularly by young women) that started in
Southern Chile on 17 April 2018 and prompted a new wave of feminist civil disobedience. These demonstrations
were responding to a case of sexual harassment by a university professor, Carlos Carmona, former president of
the Constitutional Court. He was suspended for lack of integrity for only three months after eight months of
protests. The students wanted to raise awareness of the systemic character of sexism and they campaigned for the
university to put in place policies against sexual harassment. In addition, the students voiced a broader theoretical
challenge to free-market capitalism. Following the protest Chilean President, Sebatsian Pifiera, announced the
‘Women’s Agenda’ consisting of measures that address gender inequality in the areas of harassment, childcare
and health. In November 2018, Chile signed a joint agreement with Peru at the Second Binational Cabinet that
established increased sanctions for gender violence and domestic abuse.
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