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By examining the wars in Rwanda, in the former Yugoslavia, across the Middle East and in the former Soviet
Union, Kaldor discusses the elements and dynamics of structural violence that determined the nature of these
wars. She argues that these wars were predominantly determined by military and criminal factors, as well as by the
presence of an illegal economy and human rights’ violations. She also argues that the underlying causes of these
conflicts lie in the relationship between military and civilian victims, and in the changed perception of threat by the
Western powers.
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