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Tonge, Jonathan, The New Northern Irish Politics [1], Basingstoke, Palgrave Macmillan, 2005, pp. 282

Analyses the strengths and weaknesses of the constitutional arrangements embodied in the Good Friday
Agreement. Argues that despite the difficult concessions unionists had to make, the GFA was a triumph for them
politically since it embodied the principle of consent for any constitutional change in the province and the
amendment of Articles 2 and 3 of the Republic’s constitution. Rejects the proposition that the separate
referendums on the GFA in Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic amounted to a genuine exercise in Irish self-
determination, but expresses cautious optimism that the void left by ‘the demise of traditional republicanism’ can
be filled within the broader EU context by a growing bi-nationalism and diminution of the north-south border.
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