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The chapters in this history of the IRA which deal with the gradual shift in the position of Provisional Sinn Fein and
IRA, their engagement in the political process through discussions with both the rival nationalist SDLP and the
British government, and their eventual decision to end the military campaign, provide valuable insights into the
dynamics of the peace process in Northern Ireland. The final chapter subjects the republican case to critical –
though not unsympathetic – scrutiny but rejects the contention that the struggle was in any straightforward sense
an anti-colonial one or that its religious dimension can be ignored.
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