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See also Red Pepper, Apr/May 2018, pp. 13-17 for a wide-ranging analysis. Key issues about the safety of housing
for the poor were raised in 2017 when 71 people are known to have died in a rapidly spreading fire in a tower block
in north Kensington in London. The Grenfell fire raised major issues about the safety of tower blocks across the
UK, the responsibility of builders, local authorities and safety inspectorates for inadequate checks on standards,
and the dangers of opting for cheaper solutions. Grenfell also dramatised the gap between the relatively poor and
racially diverse tenants of Grenfell living in social housing and the rich residents of the borough and the
Conservative Council. A major long-running enquiry has been set up, viewed with some distrust by former Grenfell
residents and the local community. Campaigning groups such as Justice4Grenfell and Grenfell Speaks have been
set up complaining about lack of respect and representation, and people in other major cities have joined in
solidarity protests.
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