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The protests in March 2005 (the ‘Tulip Revolution’) were (as in Georgia) at least partially a response to rigged
parliamentary elections. But the demonstrations, which erupted in the southern city of Osh before spreading to
capital Bishek, also appeared to be a protest against presidential nepotism and economic hardship. The protesters
were more violent than in Georgia and the Ukraine, looting and rioting as they attacked the presidential and
parliamentary buildings. Some observers have queried how far the uprising was spontaneous or was organized by
opposition leaders seeking power. The immediate outcome was that President Akayev fled to Russia and an
opposition leader, Kurmanbek Bakiyev, became interim president and prime minister, but agreed to work with the
newly elected parliament. He won a landslide victory in the presidential election in July 2005, in an election
approved by OSCE monitors. In Spring 2006 there were protests demanding further reforms and in early November
2006 mass demonstrations called on the President to sign a new constitution limiting his power. He did so, but
tension between pro- and anti-government demonstrators indicated continuing instability.
President Bakiyev was faced by another unarmed uprising in April 2010, sparked by economic hardship and anger
at presidential corruption. Like his predecessor he fled the country as protests turned into rioting, but has been
accused by the new government (and UN observers) of fomenting serious ethnic violence against Uzbeks in the
south (2,000 were killed).
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