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Falk assesses the nature of the 1989 revolutions, which she delineates as the collapse of communist regimes
across Eastern Europe in a context of commitment to nonviolence by key players (with the exception of Romania)
and of restraint by both Gorbachev in the USSR and western leaders. Year 1989 appeared to usher in a new
concept of peaceful revolution, which could be applied to challenge other repressive regimes. But, Falk argues,
these attempts, as in the '2009 Green Revolution' in Iran and the 'Arab Spring' in 2011 in Egypt and elsewhere,
have resulted in defeat.  The author also notes other factors, which militate against successful nonviolent
revolution. These include the greater ruthlessness (compared with the East European Communist regimes of the
1980s) of many of today's dictatorships, the declining respect for the US and for liberal democracy as an ideal, a
rise in barbaric violence (represented by ISIS) and the complex role of today's communication technologies, which
can mobilize protest but promote lack of leadership capable of formulating negotiable demands. The article
references a number of other interesting recent perspectives on revolution today. 
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